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SPANISH	  CONSTITUTION	  
We,	  don	  Juan	  Carlos	  I,	  King	  of	  Spain,	  announce	  to	  all	  those	  who	  may	  have	  knowledge	  of	  this:	  	  
that	  the	  Cortes	  have	  passed	  and	  the	  Spanish	  people	  have	  ratified	  the	  following	  Constitution:	  
PREAMBLE	  
The	  Spanish	  Nation,	  desiring	  to	  establish	  justice,	  liberty,	  and	  security,	  and	  to	  promote	  the	  
wellbeing	  of	  all	  its	  members,	  in	  the	  exercise	  of	  its	  sovereignty,	  proclaims	  its	  will	  to:	  
• Guarantee	  democratic	  coexistence	  within	  the	  Constitution	  and	  the	  laws,	  in	  accordance	  

with	  a	  fair	  economic	  and	  social	  order.	  	  
• Consolidate	  a	  State	  of	  Law	  which	  ensures	  the	  rule	  of	  law	  as	  the	  expression	  of	  the	  popular	  

will.	  
• Protect	  all	  Spaniards	  and	  peoples	  of	  Spain	  in	  the	  exercise	  of	  human	  rights,	  of	  their	  culture	  

and	  traditions,	  languages	  and	  institutions.	  
• Promote	  the	  progress	  of	  culture	  and	  of	  the	  economy	  to	  ensure	  a	  dignified	  quality	  of	  life	  for	  

all.	  
• Establish	  an	  advanced	  democratic	  society,	  and	  	  
• Cooperate	  in	  the	  strengthening	  of	  peaceful	  relations	  and	  effective	  cooperation	  among	  all	  

the	  peoples	  of	  the	  earth.	  
Therefore,	  the	  Cortes	  pass	  and	  the	  Spanish	  people	  ratifies	  the	  following.	  
PREÁMBULO	  
La	  Nación	  española,	  deseando	  establecer	  la	  justicia,	  la	  libertad	  y	  la	  seguridad	  y	  promover	  el	  bien	  de	  cuantos	  la	  integran,	  en	  
uso	  de	  su	  soberanía,	  proclama	  su	  voluntad	  de:	  
• Garantizar	  la	  convivencia	  democrática	  dentro	  de	  la	  Constitución	  y	  de	  las	  leyes	  conforme	  a	  un	  orden	  económico	  y	  social	  

justo.	  
• Consolidar	  un	  Estado	  de	  Derecho	  que	  asegure	  el	  imperio	  de	  la	  ley	  como	  expresión	  de	  la	  voluntad	  popular.	  
• Proteger	  a	  todos	  los	  españoles	  y	  pueblos	  de	  España	  en	  el	  ejercicio	  de	  los	  derechos	  humanos,	  sus	  culturas	  y	  tradiciones,	  

lenguas	  e	  instituciones.	  
• Promover	  el	  progreso	  de	  la	  cultura	  y	  de	  la	  economía	  para	  asegurar	  a	  todos	  una	  digna	  calidad	  de	  vida.	  
• Establecer	  una	  sociedad	  democrática	  avanzada,	  y	  
• Colaborar	  en	  el	  fortalecimiento	  de	  unas	  relaciones	  pacíficas	  y	  de	  eficaz	  cooperación	  entre	  todos	  los	  pueblos	  de	  la	  Tierra.	  
En	  consecuencia,	  las	  Cortes	  aprueban	  y	  el	  pueblo	  español	  ratifica	  la	  siguiente	  Constitución	  
	  

• Which	  is	  your	  favorite/favourite	  article	  of	  the	  Spanish	  Constitution?	  Explain	  why.	  
 
• Read and Listen. Select Useful Language from these pieces of news and practice/practise 

explaining what’s happening in Spain in your own words.  
 
News Headline: Spain urges Catalonia to seek Constitution reform, not 
Independence by JULIEN TOYER AND CARLOS RUANO  
Source: http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/11/12/us-spain-catalonia-idUSKCN0IW17520141112 
 
MADRID Wed Nov 12, 2014 (Reuters) - Spanish 
Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy on Wednesday 
urged Catalonia to seek a constitutional reform to 
resolve its political problems with Madrid but he 
ruled out talks on a possible referendum on 
independence. 
The public prosecutor's office meanwhile prepared 
to sue Catalan president Artur Mas on charges of 
disobedience and dishonesty after he defied a 
court injunction and held a symbolic vote on 
secession on Sunday. 
"If what he (Mas) wants is to change the 
constitution to better fit into it...he has all the 
right to do so. He should have started from there," 
Rajoy told a news conference. 
But Rajoy said he would oppose any reform that 
touched on national sovereignty and no talks 

could take place over a potential independence vote. 
"I strongly believe in dialogue to solve political 
problems. But any dialogue should take place within 
the limits of the constitution," he said. 
More than two million citizens Catalonians took part in 
a the non-binding vote on independence from Spain - 
billed as "citizen's consultation) on Sunday, reinforcing 
the wealthy northeast region's long-standing campaign 
for a break with the rest of Spain. 
On Tuesday, Mas proposed the establishment of a 
permanent dialogue over Catalan independence and 
measures to boost the economy of the region, which 
accounts for about a fifth of Spain's population and 
economic output. 
If the central government failed to address Catalonia's 
concerns, Mas said, then he would likely seek to bring 
forward the next regional elections due in late 2016 
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and use them as a proxy for a referendum on 
independence. 
"That is what is on offer?," Rajoy said. "That if we 
don't do what Mr Mas says then he will call for 
elections. Is that the sort of dialogue we're being 
invited to?" 
Mas, who lacks an absolute majority in the 

Catalan parliament, said such early elections would 
only be organized if Catalan parties could agree to run 
on a common platform. 
He may however not be able to run himself as a 
complaint for disobedience and dishonesty set to be 
filed by Spain's public prosecutor could mean he is 
banned from it.

 
EDITORIAL. The Guardian view on Spain’s mishandling of the referendum 
movement in Catalonia 
The lesson from Britain is that Spain will be a changed country if Catalonia stays  
Tuesday 11 November 2014 
Photo: Catalan separatists wave estelada flags symbolising Catalonia's independence, Barcelona, Spain, 11 September 2014. Photograph: 
Manu Fernandez/AP 
 
Did Britain, by agreeing that Scots had the right to 
leave the United Kingdom, pursue a wiser course 
than Spain, where the government has laid down 
that a formal vote on Catalan independence is 
unconstitutional and that Sunday’s informal poll has 
no legal significance? The answer must be yes. Yet 
the ultimate outcome may not be so different. 
Once independence movements achieve a certain 
momentum in multinational states, they change 
political sensibilities and understanding, whether 
obstructed or not, and whether they succeed in 
breaking away or not. If the big state survives, it will 
do so in a looser, weaker form. It will contain, by 
definition, many citizens whose loyalty will be 
lukewarm or conditional. If it survives in cut-down 
form, it will also be weaker, while the new polity that 
has made it out on to the international landscape 
will have to try to make up for its relatively small size 
and inexperience in what is becoming a harsh world. 
It too will contain many citizens who wish things had 
gone the other way. The price for staying together 
and the price for parting company are, in other 
words, not equal or identical, but they are rather 
similar. 
That would in theory be an argument almost 
everywhere for the status quo. But the big national 
projects that make up Europe are nearly all in 
trouble. Loss of empire, loss of economic 
sovereignty, loss of morale – the reasons why are 
clear enough. But governments cannot ordain loyalty 
or restore allegiance where it has been eroded. A 
month ago hundreds of thousands of Catalans 
assembled in a seven-mile-long V-shaped formation 

in Barcelona, the V standing for votar (voting) and 
voluntat (will). They may well have been visible 
from space, but they were apparently not visible 
from Madrid. Now, after Sunday’s poll, which 
showed an overwhelming majority for independence 
on a turnout of about 2.2 million, or approximately 
35% of the electorate, there is really no other option 
for Mariano Rajoy, the Spanish prime minister, but 
to adopt the British approach. In a democratic 
Europe, there can be no argument over that. It is the 
principle by which we judge the Chinese over Tibet 
or the Russians in Crimea, the one for denying self-
determination, the other for manipulating it. 
In Spain, earlier, concessions on autonomy, tax and 
language might have been sufficient to head off a 
vote. Not now. The Catalans, including some who 
wish to stay in Spain, want their vote, and they are 
going to get it. The well over half of registered voters 
who did not take part in Sunday’s poll presumably 
include many who did not want a break and many 
who were undecided, but probably few who didn’t 
think they should have a vote if they wanted one. 
Forecasts of how a real vote would go point to a 
narrow win for separatists, but to a defeat if a better 
economic deal for Catalonia were on the table. So if 
Mr Rajoy swiftly changes his strategy and works to 
amend the constitution to permit a vote, and if 
Catalans are ready for a fair debate among 
themselves and with others in the country, he has a 
chance of persuading Catalonia to remain part of 
Spain. But, just as with Britain, it will not be the 
same Spain

 
• Watch this 6-min piece of news 
 
Headline: Spain ‘caught’ between a monarchy and a republic 
http://www.euronews.com/2014/06/17/spain-caught-between-a-monarchy-and-a-
republic/ 
Here is the transcript so after listening a few times, you can underline Useful Language to 
be able to explain the news. 
 
How many radical democrats does it take to 
change the Spanish constitution? 
A political party fed up with their country’s 
dominant politicians and bankers calls itself ‘We 
Can’ — Podemos. It formed just in time for the 

European Elections in May, then won 1,250,000 votes 
— five seats in the European Parliament. And support 
keeps growing — demanding changes in their country’s 
political structuring and representation. 
Podemos doesn’t have a firm position on whether 
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Spain might consider converting to a republic 
from a monarchy, but its voters definitely want 
reforms. 
They’re basically chanting, “Yes, we can!” 
 “¡Sí se puede, sí se puede!” 
At a rally in the grounds of Madrid’s Complutense 
University, a young woman named Rebeca is 
participating. She says:  
“So far, I haven’t felt particularly represented by 
the monarchy, since I didn’t elect any of them. I 
would prefer to choose the state I want.” 
The thing is: the monarchy is enshrined in the 
constitution. To change that would need a two-
thirds majority in the Congress and Senate. Even 
with the abdication of King Juan Carlos enlivening 
the head of state debate, Spain is far from 
fulfilling the conditions for dissolving parliament 
and redrafting the national charter. 
Last week, Congress overwhelmingly supported 
Juan Carlos handing over to his son Felipe the 
non-executive role of head of state, almost 
exclusively ceremonial. 
The founder of Podemos, Pablo Iglesias, insists 
there are more important matters. 
He says: “This isn’t a debate on the form of the 
state. It’s about whether the Spaniards are mature 
enough and have the right to decide or have to go 
on being talked down to by party elites more 
concerned with booking tables in restaurants than 
consulting the people.” 
Spain’s conservative politicians and the majority 
of socialists simply feel that the institution of the 
monarchy has served the Spanish people well. 
At a swearing-in ceremony for Spaniards elected 
to the European Parliament, MEP Miguel Arias 
Cañete, a former minister with the European 
People’s Party, says: “There was a broad 
consensus in making the 1978 Constitution, which 
has allowed us to enjoy the best period of 
freedom, peace and prosperity in the history of 
Spain. That consensus guaranteed us 
unprecedented political stability — in a country 
accustomed to hugely unstable transitions of 
political power from one regime to another. “ 
MEP and former Socialist minister Ramón 
Jáuregui says: “A country needs consensus. The 
form of state can’t change just because 50 percent 
of the people want to change it. To change the 
form of the State requires a socially structured 
overwhelming majority in the country in favour of 
a different idea. You don’t have that in Spain.” 
In the Madrid neighbourhood of Vallecas we see 
an awful lot of red, yellow and purple flags from 
the 1931-1939 Second Republic. A local club has 
organised a “Republican paella”. Former Socialist 
MP José Antonio Pérez Tapias has come along. 

People like him believe a Spanish republic is possible 
again. 
Pérez Tapias says: “The Republican identity in the 
Spanish Socialist Workers’ Party is still very strong. In 
the debate after the king’s abdication, I believe that we 
need to assert this Republican identity with 
determination. It opens the way for a referendum on 
whether to have a monarchy or a republic. It’s true that 
this has to follow a constitutional process, and 
therefore a full debate, both a public consultation on 
the question and in parliament.” 
The Second Spanish Republic brought social reforms 
following elections in which anti-monarchist 
candidates won the majority of votes. The king went 
into exile. Then, nationalist forces under General 
Franco defeated republican forces in a civil war, which 
led to four decades of dictatorship. 
Franco kept that king in exile. But eventually took his 
son under his wing. 
Historian Juan Pablo Fusi considers the pros and cons 
of the Second Republic. 
Fusi says: “Of the great reforms of the Republic, the 
very good ones, I think, were granting autonomy for 
Catalonia, land reform and military reform. The 
biggest mistake, perhaps, paradoxically as we see it 
today, was secular policy, which obviously went against 
all of Catholic Spain, who were the majority. I think the 
biggest problem for the democrats in 1931 was the 
monarchy. And yet the solution for that same 
democracy in 1975-78 was the monarchy.” 
According to surveys published in Spanish media, 
more than 60 percent of the population believe that 
sooner or later a referendum should be held on the 
modern head of state question. On the other hand, 
more than 70 percent come out saying they believe that 
Felipe VI will be a good king. 
That is a far cry from the traditional chant “¡España, 
mañana, será republicana!”, that ushered a king out 
the last time — It means, “Spain, tomorrow, will be 
republican.” But it’s clear that a continuation of a 
constitutional parliamentary monarchy hasn’t been 
ruled out yet. 
Groups linked to the 15-M Movement are campaigning 
informally to have an official referendum held — that’s 
the movement that started in 2011 demanding radical 
changes in Spanish politics. The economy had gone 
into meltdown but it was before the worst corruption 
and embarrassments had tarred the royal family. 
Our correspondent Marcela Martinez concludes: “The 
abdication of Juan Carlos has improved the 
monarchy’s prospects. Some surveys give it a twenty-
point lead over the idea of a republic: 55 percent to 35 
percent. But the debate, as we’ve seen, seems to lie 
elsewhere: it’s about the power of the ballot box to 
decide what sort of a state people want.” 
Copyright © 2014 euronews

 
Some Vocabulary 
to ensure 
to strengthen, to weaken,  
to state 
to urge, to claim, to demand 
to contest 

to grant something 
(autonomy) 
to campaign, to raise 
awareness 
to win, to defeat 

overwhelming majority  
(spelling, like projects) 
presumably 
ballots, ballot box 
former minister (ex minister) 

 


