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(Intro) Images dominate our lives. They tell us how to ___1___, what to think, how to feel. They mould 
and define us. But why do these images we see around us every day have such a ___2___ hold on us? The 
answer lies not here in our time but thousands of years ago. 
What time span is covered by this documentary?: ___3___ years 
 

3’ More Human than Human 
 

Which is the image that most affects what we think of others and what we think of ourselves? 
___4___Food for thought: Relate this topic to our society and to art  
 
4’ The range of bodies they created is breathtaking, and yet there is something that all these images have 
in common. What is it? ___5___ (Useful Lang.: Do you know of anyone who actually looks like that?) 
5’ Why is our world dominated by images of the body that are ___6___? If we could [were able to] solve 
this mystery, we can reveal something not just about our bodies, but also about ourselves. Something 
really fundamental about us as human beings. 
 
Prehistory 
Facts about the Venus of Willendorf:  
 
 
13’ When you look at the Venus figurine what strikes you immediately is that certain ___7___ are not 
emphasized but are actually played down, such as the face and the arms, whether other features such as 
the breasts and stomach are grotesquely exaggerated. And the question is Why did the artist do this? What 
was going on in the artist’s brain when ___8___ created this image? Well, obviously, you can’t go back in 
time, and study ___9___ brain1, but when I started thinking about this question I realized that one clue 
might come from research that was done on ___10___ 50 years ago at Oxford.  
15’  
Apparently, it’s ___11___ with the behaviour of the gull chicks.  
As soon as they ___12___ they tap the ___13___ of their mother to ask for food. 
Why do the chicks do this? Because they’re stimulated by the ___14___ of the red stripe on her beak. 
17’ So, what I’d like to argue is, that if seagulls had an art gallery, they (tense) ___15___   
In other words, this would be regarded as a great work of art, but they wouldn’t understand why. They 
would say, The darned thing doesn’t resemble anything! A stick with 3 stripes! Why am I ___16___ by it?  
 
18’ So the brains of the hunter-gatherers who created these venuses were pre-programmed to exaggerate 
what ___17___ most.  
But can a ___18___ instinct really explain why all create unrealistic images of the body? 
If that was true for the nomads it should also be true for people who came after them. Let’s find out.  
 
Jot down ideas on Climate Change and the reasons why humans stopped being nomadic hunter-gatherers 
and created settlements and became farmers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
1 Have you ever thought of Prehistoric artists as women/female? Food for thought: How much unnoticed education are we still 
getting? Why do we tend to presume that prehistoric art was created by men? Wouldn’t it be logical to think that prehistoric women, 
experiencing menstruation (bleeding not because of wounds, and bleeding not resulting in death), the swelling of their breasts and 
bellies, the giving birth experience… would have felt the need to use art to express themselves/understand things? Or is artistic 
expression not what humans do but only what men do? (like anything connected to Knowledge). If so, which seems to be consistent 
with the situation that women are not in History books century after century, why are women in countries where there is more 
freedom becoming thinkers and artists now? 
The gender system we have had throughout History (sexist, from a human rights point of view) was created by patriarchal systems in 
the Neolithic period, it seems (beg. C. 9500 BC in the Middle East, the last part of the Stone Age). Apparently, before that, when we 
were hunters-gatherers, this is, nomads, this rigid assignment of roles by gender did not exist. Hands painted on caves are probably 
men’s and women’s hands, too. And it’s more likely these female figurines were carved by women than by men, from a logical point 
of view. 



Egypt 
23’ Rather than exaggerating, they’re trying to show each part from its clearest ___19___  
Same word for 3 gaps: My chest is being shown ___20___ ; seen from ___20___ ; eyes from ___20___  
Was this just a style or something more significant?  
What made them preserve this image for 3,000 years?  
Why didn’t it change? ___21___  
31’ Egyptians created images of the body this way not because of how their brains were ___22___ but 
because of their ___23___.  
 
Ancient Greece 
37’ Cultural Obsession: So the more impressive you could make your own [body], the more like a god you 
were ___24___ to be!  
But their belief that gods took human form affected more than their vanity. This cult of the Body 
Beautiful occupied the centre of life throughout the Greek world.  
43’ – so they did something that no artist had done before. They used their eyes. They studied every 
detail in the human body. Bit by bit they ___25___ to understand how to reproduce it in their art.  
And this explosive period within just a few generations produced what no civilization on Earth had ever 
produced before. 
44’ This is ___26___ Boy, a milestone in the history of art. He’s carved from marble, and yet his skin 
appears to be /to:t/ over muscles. His ___27___ look like they’re bearing weight. His back undulates over 
his spine which curves down perfectly in a relaxed stance. Greek artists had created precisely what their 
society had ___28___ them to -- a truly realistic human body. And yet, this is the final clue in our story – 
not because it’s realistic, but because of the effect this realism had on the Greeks.  
45’ This exquisite statue gives us an absolutely historic moment. For the very first time Man creates an 
image of himself that’s fully nude and truly ___29___. So for the Greeks this was like the pinnacle of 
artistic achievement. They had reached their goal: art as the perfect imitation of life. Now they could 
carry on producing gorgeous statues like this forever. But that’s ___30___ they didn’t. Within a generation 
the Greeks stopped making realistic statues like this. But why?  
Why when their culture had made them strive for reality they almost immediately abandoned it? The 
answer reveals something fundamental about us as human beings: when it comes to images of the body 
we’re driven not just by culture but also by something we thought existed only in the earliest humans: it’s 
that (4)___31___, as observed by Professor Ramachandran in the Venus of Willendorf. The instinct he 
argues is ___32___ into the brain of all the humans, although in some cultures it was suppressed. 
47’ The principle of exaggeration must be something that is hard-wired in the neuro machinery of visual 
artways in the brains of every human being. And when you speak of universals you have to realize that 
what’s universal is the propensity to do this but this can be ___33___ by culture. For example, you look at 
Egyptian art, the pictures of /hainegin/ are highly rigid, highly schematic, they ___34___ the energy of 
movement and vigour that you could convey in the human form using the principle of exaggeration.  
Why did they abandon realistic depiction? ___35___  
 
Today: Images, instinct & culture 
Now jot down key words, quick! -- key words of how the topics analyzed here relate to other topics in our 
present life! 
 
Classroom discussion: exchanging info and talking about the different issues. 
 
Read more: http://www.pbs.org/howartmadetheworld/episodes/human/ 
 
Follow-up / Consolidation Oral Practice: a 4-min presentation on what you learned/learnt from all this.  
 
Another option is to try to speak about Images today using ideas in this documentary, so you can use its 
language items. Use a catchy or a descriptive title! 
 


