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Michelle’s Handout...  
Lexical Creativity & Word Formation: Prefixes 

for Vantage / Upper Intermediate (B2) Advanced (C1, C2) students 
 

Use the prefixes below to create new words. Find suitable contexts/examples (dialogue or definition) 
You can combine them with the word formation resources of compounding and conversion, too.  

My own creation using conversion and affixation/derivation: From n. potato > v. to potato > to depotato: to take 
some potatoes out of a potato omelet before the egg is done! 

 

Note on hyphenation:  
 
Case 1. Never hyphenate at the end of a line, please! Leave 
that to professionals. Just don’t justify the right margin 
when you type docs, like people in the English-speaking 
world do.  
 
Case 2 (related to this topic). The union of two words which 
were separate with or without a hyphen tends to occur 
depending on use (the more frequent the word is used, the 
more it tends to “forget” about the hyphen), which means 
anything can happen!  
In any case, here are some tips: 
1. Affixes are usually joined with a 2nd element without a 

hyphen, unless doing so would double a vowel or 
triple a consonant. 
Examples: antiwar demonstrations but an anti-intellectual; 
ladylike but bell-like (but childlike! And then: many common 
prefixes, such as co-, de-, pre-, pro-, and re-, are often 
added without a hyphen: coordinate, preeminent, reenter. In 
contrast, the hyphen tends to be retained in words that begin 
with all-, ex- (meaning “former”), half-, quasi- (in adjective 
constructions), and self-: self-taught, all-around, ex- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

governor, half-life… but then we have halfhearted, 
halfpenny, halftone, halfway; quasi-scientific but a quasi 
success; self-defense but selfhood, selfish, selfless).  

2. Hyphens tend to be used when the element following 
a prefix is capitalized or when the element 
preceding a suffix is a proper noun: anti-American, 
American-like.  

3. Certain homographs require a hyphen to prevent 
mistakes in pronunciation and meaning: recreation 
(enjoyment), re-creation (new creation); release (to 
let go), re-lease (to rent again). 

 
And now… It’s your turn! 
 

Reversative meanings: un-, dis-, de- 
undo, undress, unfold 
disconnect, disinfect 

decode, decentralize, deselect, demoralize, 
depopulate 
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Number prefixes 
uni-, mono-, bi-/di-, 

multi-, poly- 
unisex 

monochrome 
bicycle, dioxide 

multicereal, 
multilayered 
polychrome 

Pejorative meanings 
pseudo-, ill-, mis-, mal- 

pseudodemocracy 
ill-treat, ill-advised 

mistreat, misperception, 
misunderstood, misheard 

misfortune 
maltreat, malpractice 

Meaning degree or size 
arch-, hyper-/hypo-, ultra-, mega-, extra-, 

super-, mini-, micro-/macro-, sub-/sur-, 
over-, out-, under- 

archenemy 
hypoglycemia (under sweet blood) 

hyperlink, hyperglycemia (over sweet) 
ultrasound, ultraviolet, ultraconservative 

megabytes, megahit 
extra-large, extracurricular, extrasensory  

supergirl, superhighway 
minibar, minicourse 

microwave, macroeconomic 
subdivide, surreal 

overheat, overwork, overbusy, overabundant, 
overcrowded, overcareful 

outcast, outlive, outnumbered 
underestimate, underdevelop 

Of Attitude 
co-, counter-, anti-, pro- 
coordinator, co-op, co-opt, 

co-author, coexist, coworker 
counterattack 

antifreeze, antiallergenic, 
anti-Western 

pro-American, proabortion, 
prodemocracy 

Locative meanings 
super-/sub-, fore-, 

under-, inter-, trans-, 

subway, submarine 
forehead, forearm, 
forefront, foremost 

underground 
the interwar period 

transnational 

Of time and order 
ex-, re-, fore-, pre-/post- 

ex-lover, ex-Yugoslavia 
rewrite, restart 

foreword 
prewar, post-war 

 

Negative meanings 
non-, un-, dis-, in- (il/ir/im), a- 

non-smoker/-ing, non-sexist, 
nonlinear 

unbreakable, unleash, undecided 
disobey, disadvantage 

indistinguishable 
illegal, irresponsible, impossible 
amoral, asexual, atheist, aloof 

Relation! 
self-, vice-, inter- 

self-taught, self-service 
vicechair 

interact, international, 
intergovernmental, 

interpersonal relationships 

Conversion prefixes 
en-/em-, a-, be- 
enslave, encircle, 

empowerment 
beheaded, bejeweled (adj) 

ablaze, afloat, atremble (adj) 
Cf –en, as in strengthen 

shorten, blacken 
 

 


